October 2022 
Legislative Report 
 
Elections 

Early voting will begin October 24th and end November 4th. Election Day is November 8th. Please contact me if you would like to discuss any of the races. Our incumbent state legislators should retain their seats.

88th Legislative Session

Much of the preparation for next year’s legislative session has been on hold until after the election, but the House Natural Resources Committee held a hearing on groundwater in August and a meeting on October 18th on desalination. Major take-aways from that hearing were provided by staff from the Texas Water Development Board, who gave a presentation of their draft biennial desalination report:

--There are still no sea water desal plants

--Sea water plants being planned, with estimated completion dates are Freeport (2040), Corpus Christi (2030), Laguna Madre (2050)

--Desalinated sea water is the most costly from any water source

--Inland desal plants continue to grow, both in new and existing sites

--Inland desal is costly but not as much as sea water

--Small desal plants in rural areas are unlikely because of cost and the lack of trained operators

--The deadline for mapping brackish groundwater has been extended for 10 years to December 2032
Chairman Charles Perry still has not set a hearing on groundwater for the Senate Water, Agriculture, and Rural Affairs Committee.

Bills can be pre-filed beginning on November 14th. It is expected that Senator Perry will again file his controversial bill that includes a financial liability for GCDs related to lawsuits. Other expected topics will hopefully include improved funding for plugging and regulation of abandoned water wells and orphaned oil and gas wells and funding for water conservation and re-use implementation.

https://www.texastribune.org/2022/10/13/texas-abandoned-oil-wells-railroad-commission/
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