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NOTICE OF HEARING ON MANAGEMENT PLAN AND NOTICE OF MEETING 

BRUSH COUNTRY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

to be held at the

Brush Country GCD Building

732 West Rice

Falfurrias, Texas

Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 9:30 am Public Meeting Agenda



Notice is hereby given that a hearing on the management plan and meeting of the Board of Directors (Board) of the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District will be held Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 9:30 a.m.  in the District Office, 732 West Rice St., Falfurrias, Texas. The agenda is:





1. Call to order, declare meeting open to the public, and take roll.



2. Pledge of Allegiance.



3.	Public Comment.



4. 	Discuss, consider, and possibly act on Minutes of the Regular Meeting on August 23,2022. 	

5. 	Discuss, consider, and possibly act on General Manager’s Report:

                                       

a. Report on Kenedy County GCD meeting September 16, 2022 @ 9:00 a.m. & Duval County GCD September 28, 2022 @ 6:00 p.m.

b. Report on TAGD Summit San Antonio August 30-September 1,2022

c. Well registrations in August 25, total wells registered 3,527.  1 well plugged

d. Received thank you plaque from Texas 4-H Ambassadors.

e. Submitted Application for the Texas Environmental Excellence Awards





6. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on proposal Rev.1 for computer monitors for conference room by ITC Corporation.



7. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on proposal for security cameras for office by HT Security.



8. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on adopting 2022 Tax Rate by resolution.



9. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on conducting a public hearing followed by readopting BCGCD Groundwater Management plan for submittal to TWDB by resolution.



10. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on 3rd,Qtr. Financial Statement, reconciliation, ledger.



11. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on Summer level water recordings. 



12. [bookmark: _Hlk54105090]Discuss, consider, and possibly act on payment of bills. 

[bookmark: _Hlk30513812]		

13. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on legislative report from Robert Howard.



14. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on GMA 16 issues.	

			 

15. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on new business and select date for next meeting.



16. Adjourn.

                                       

The above agenda schedule represents an estimate of the order for the indicated items and is subject to change at any time.  These public meetings are available to all persons regardless of disability.  If you require special assistance to attend the meeting, please call (361) 325 5093 at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to coordinate any special physical access arrangements. At any time during the meeting and in compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Government Code, Vernon’s Texas Codes, Annotated, the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District Board may meet in executive session on any of the above agenda items or other lawful items for consultation concerning attorney-client matters (§ 551.071); deliberation regarding real property (§ 551.072); deliberation regarding prospective gift (§ 551.073); personnel matters (§ 551.074); and deliberation regarding security devices (§ 551.076).  Any subject discussed in executive session may be subject to action during an open meeting.
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MINUTES OF MEETING

OF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

THE STATE OF TEXAS


§








§


BRUSH COUNTRY GROUNDWATER
§


CONSERVATION DISTRICT

§


The Board of Directors of Brush County Groundwater Conservation District (the “District”) met at a regular meeting, open to the public, on August 23, 2022 at the Brush Country Groundwater Building 732 W. Rice Falfurrias, Texas, in accordance with the duly posted notice of said meeting.   


1. The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. and the roll was called.  Board members’ presence at the meeting or absence is as follows:


David Kelly present


Bill Botard Absent


Mario Martinez Absent


Robert Scott present


A.C. Jones IV present


Robert Fulbright present


Paul Goranson present


Jesse Howell present


Mauro Garcia present

General Manager Luis Pena, Felix Saenz Consultant, Administrative Assistant Royce Carrera, Robert Howard Consultant and Bill Dugat Legal Counsel were also present.  Duval County GCD General Manager Jorge Gonzales, also present Kenedy County GCD Andy Garza,  James Clement with the King Ranch, and Irma Menchaca from Brooks County were also in attendance. 

2.
Pledge of Allegiance



The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

3.
Public Comment:  No public comment was made.

4.
Review, discuss, and act on minutes of the July 26, 2022 meeting, 

Motion was made to approve the minutes by Paul Goranson and seconded by Mauro Garcia. Unanimous vote to approve.  Motion carries.


5.
Discuss, consider, and possibly act on General Manager’s report.  The General Manager attended the Region N meeting in Robstown August 4, 2022 and mentioned that Steven Ramos with the city of Corpus Christi, spoke about the two desal facilities.  Also mentioned that several property owners on the Nueces river were upset about the lack of water releases, mentioned that there was several fish kills which smelled really bad. General Manager also attended Kenedy County meeting on August 17, 2022 and reported that Kenedy County had hired an attorney named Kristen Fancher. General Manager Louie Pena, also mentioned that he will be attending Duval County’s GCD meeting on Thursday August 25, 2022 wanting to learn more on green hydrogen. General Manager mentioned that he had spoken to numerous drillers on the issue of injurious waters, had mentioned that we had training with TDLR and also workshop with TWON. General Manager had mentioned that he turned in TWDB irrigation use estimate. Information only. 

6.
Discuss, consider, and possibly act on proposal for computer monitors. GM had set up several monitors at the dais. The Board requested smaller monitors and one for each director location. Paul Goranson made the motion, seconded by Robert Fulbright. All unanimous, motion carries. 

7. Discuss, consider, and possibly act on the appointment, employment, evaluation, reassignment, and duties of a public officer or employee. General Manager Louie Pena mentioned that Marlena Hinojosa had moved to Laredo leaving a vacancy to be filled. Mr. Pena hired administrative assistant Royce Carrera. No action necessary.

8. 
Discuss, consider and possibly act on payment rate for insurance stipend. Mr. Pena mentioned that administrative assistant Royce Carrera will fall under insurance coverage by his father. Mr. Pena recommended a                                                                     $76.00 stipend for each pay period. Motion by Paul Goranson to pay $76.00 stipend per pay period, seconded by Jesse Howell, Unanimous vote to approve.  Motion carries.


9.       Discuss, consider and possibly act on approving the Tax sale resolution on account number 12340-037-000-00. Motion to accept Tax sale was made by Robert Scott, seconded by Paul Goranson. Unanimous vote to approve. Motion carries.

10.       Discuss, consider and possibly act on adoption of 2023 budget. Mr. Felix Saenz presented the budget which had been previously reviewed. The budget is attached to the minutes. Motion was made by Paul Goranson, seconded by Robert Scott to adopt budget. Unanimous vote to approve. Motion carries.

11.  
Discuss, consider, and possibly act on proposing 2022 Tax Rate, for the official adoption after notice at the September board meeting. Consultant Felix Saenz, gave a report and proposed adoption of a tax rate of0.015263 per $100 valuation. Paul Goranson made the motion, Jesse Howell seconded. Unanimous vote to approve. Motion carries.


12.       Discuss, consider, and possibly act on Palmer drought index. General Manager Louie Pena showed Palmer drought index map, (mostly in red) mentioned that with the recent rains we are in better shape. Information only.   

13.       Discuss, consider, and possibly act on 3rd quarter investment report for Fiscal year 2022. Mr. Pena presented report for account number 4799 interest earned $111.99 for account number 4896 $1010.07 and for account number 5086, $4,588.01 interest earned. Mentioned that we are well pledged on our securities. Motion to accept the investment report made by Mauro Garcia, seconded by Robert Fulbright. Unanimous vote to approve.  Motion carries.

14.       Discuss, consider, and possibly act on the payment of bills. General Manager Louie Pena mentioned that the only difference was AC repairs, and a set of tires purchased for the truck. Motion to pay the bills was made by Paul Goranson, seconded by Jesse Howell. Unanimous vote to approve. Motion carries Adjourn.  

15.       Discuss, consider, and possibly act on Robert Howard’s Legislative report. Mr. Robert Howard read his legislative report. For information purposes only. 

16.       Discuss, consider, and possibly act on GMA 16 issues. Mr. Pena mentioned that the explanatory report was now administratively complete according to Jean Perez with the TWDB. Information purposes only. 


17.       Discuss, consider, and possibly act on new business and select date for next meeting. Mr. Pena mentioned that the management plan will expire and therefore to meet the deadline the meeting will be placed on September 20,2022. Information purposes only. 

18.        Review, discuss, and act on motion to adjourn. Motion to adjourn made by A.C. Jones, seconded by Robert Scott. 

Passed and approved this 20th day of September 2022.

________________________________

President, Board of Directors

Attest by: 

________________________________ 


Secretary, Board of Directors 
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AGENDA


KENEDY COUNTY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT


Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors


Kenedy County Courthouse Courtroom, Sarita, TX

September 16, 2022-9:00 AM

1. Call Meeting to Order/Roll Call/Establish Quorum

2. Public Comments

3. Discuss & Act on Minutes of August 17, 2022 Regular Meeting

4. Receive General Manager’s Activity Report and Act, If Necessary, Regarding:

a. Communications

b. Well registrations

c. Brush Country GCD meeting

d. Duval County GCD meeting

e. Texas Groundwater Summit; San Antonio, TX

f. Annual letter to water well drillers and installers

g. Mesonet weather station

h. Board photo

i. News articles

j. Other

5. Discuss & Act on Providing Drinks for Sarita Block Party on October 4, 2022

6. Discuss & Act on Engagement Letter from Kristen Fancher

7. Discuss & Act on Signing Banking Resolution and Bank Signature Card to Add


Esteban Lopez as Signatory on Kenedy County GCD Bank Account

8. Hold Public Hearing on Proposed 2023 Budget

9. Discuss & Act on Adoption of 2023 Budget

      10. Hold Public Hearing on Proposed 2022 Tax Rate

      11. Discuss & Act on Adoption of 2022 Tax Rate

      12. Discuss & Act to Confirm Date for Special Meeting to Certify 2022 Tax Roll

      13. Discuss & Act on Date for Next Regular Meeting

      14. Discuss & Act on Payment of Bills for September, 2022

      15. Adjournment

Posted:  September 12, 2022 at ______ a.m.

__________________________________








Andy Garza, General Manager

At any time during the meeting and compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Gov’t Code, Vernon’s Texas Codes, Annotated, the Kenedy County Groundwater Conservation District’s Board of Directors may meet in executive session on any of the above agenda items or other lawful items for consultation concerning attorney-client matters (Sec. 551.071); deliberation regarding real property (Sec. 551.072; deliberation regarding prospective gift (Sec. 551.073); personnel matters (Sec. 551.074) and deliberation regarding security devices (Sec. 551.076).  Any subject discussed in executive session may be subject to action during an open meeting.
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		Application for the 2023

Texas Environmental Excellence Awards







GENERAL INFORMATION

This document contains a spell-check macro, and you must enable macros to use it. For help completing this application, or for writing ideas, please see our Application Instructions. If you don’t want to complete this application in Word, we have it available online.

NOTE: For the award category Environmental Educator of the Year, use the instructions and application for this category (available online and in Word).

		Company/Organization or Individual



		[bookmark: COIName]Company/Organization or Individual’s Name: Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District



		[bookmark: MailAdd]Mailing Address: 732 W. Rice Street



		[bookmark: MailAddCity]City: Falfurrias

		[bookmark: MailAddState]State: Texas

		[bookmark: MailAddZIP]ZIP Code: 78355



		[bookmark: ContactPerson]Contact Person: Luis "Louie" Pena 



		[bookmark: ContactTitle]Contact Title: General Manager



		[bookmark: DaytimePhone]Daytime Phone: 361-325-5093

		[bookmark: AlternatePhone]Alternate Phone:      



		[bookmark: EmailAddress]Email Address: lpena@brushcountrygcd.com 



		



		Details about Company/Organization



		[bookmark: NumEmployees]Total Number of Employees/Members: 13



		[bookmark: SubsidiaryOf]Business Subsidiary of:      



		[bookmark: CN]Customer Reference Number (CN):      



		[bookmark: RN]Regulated Entity Reference Number (RN):      



		



		Details about the Environmental Project



		[bookmark: ProjectName]Project Name: Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District Well Plugging Program 



		[bookmark: ProjectStarted]Project Started Improving the Environment in the Year: 2019



		[bookmark: ProjectPhysAdd]Project’s Physical Address: 732 W. Rice Street



		[bookmark: ProjectPhysAddCity]City: Falfurrias

		[bookmark: ProjectPhysAddState]State: Texas

		[bookmark: ProjectPhysAddZIP]ZIP Code: 78355



		[bookmark: Website]Web Address: brushcountrygcd.com



		[bookmark: YouTube]YouTube Address:      



		[bookmark: Facebook]Facebook Address:      



		



		Which Award Category Fits Best with This Project?



		[bookmark: AwardCategory]Award Category: 

NOTE: This category may be subject to change.








PROJECT INFORMATION

Respond to each question in this section without exceeding the word limit. If a question does not pertain to your project, explain why (instead of leaving the question blank).

		1. In detail, describe the applicant and their project. What environmental improvements come from this project, and how does the project achieve the improvements? (600 words or less)



		[bookmark: ProjectDetail]In 2019 the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District Board members along with their staff and legal counsel decided to budget $200,000 for the plugging of old abandoned and deteriorated water wells which could  potentially contaminate the aquifers. The District, along with the board members and staff realized that  the safety and importance of plugging such wells.  Initially, the program was helping landowners who were eligible and had registered their water wells to apply to have their old abandoned water wells plugged.  The district staff would then screen applications and would then have licensed water well drillers perform the plugging of the wells according to TDLR (Texas Department of Licensing and Regulations) specifications.  The licensed contractors would then submit a plugging report to the TDLR and would give copies to the Staff  of the Brush Country Conservation District along with an invoice not to exceed $1,500.  Currently, the district has increased the well plugging payment to $1,750.00.  Brush Country has currently plugged approximately 42 wells in the 4 counties (Brooks,Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, and Jim Wells Counties) that are within the District's boundaries.   The Districts General Manager (Luis "Louie" Pena) has been actively involved by serving on  the TAGD's legislative committee.  The Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District has held 2 workshops and seminars in the past 3 years.  On July 30th,2021 the District held a training seminar along with Mr. Adam Foster who represents the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulations (TDLR)  Also in attendance as a guest speaker was Mr. Josh Cummings a consultant with Halliburton who spoke on pressure cementing of water wells.  On June 7th,2022 the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District along with the Texas Well Owner Network (TWON) presented an educational training for Texas residents who depend on household wells for their water needs.  Mr. Joel Pigg, Texas A & M Agrilife Extension Service program specialist and TWON coordinator, College Station, mentioned "The program was established to help well owners become familiar with Texas groundwater resources, septic system maintenance, well maintenance and construction, and water quality and treatment," he said, "It allows them to learn more about how to improve and protect their community water resources."  At this event the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District  collected and tested more than 200  water samples.  Screening was done for nitrates, total dissolved solides, aresenic and bacteria.    



		



		2. Explain how this project is innovative or creative in its use of technology, personnel, etc. (200 words or less)



		[bookmark: Innovative] Brush Country's Well plugging program has ensured that the 42 water wells that have been plugged can no longer pose a threat of groundwater contamination to the areas where these wells have been plugged.  These water wells that have been plugged will no longer be able to pose a threat to humans or animals being trapped within them.  Brush Country has also  recently purchased a new database with Halff and Associates and is adding water quality on all wells registered, therefore having a baseline which will show how the plugging of old abandoned and dilapidated wells will impact the water quality in a positive way.



		



		3. Describe how the project improves the environment and how you specifically measure or evaluate its success. Include specific outcomes recorded or observed so far (for example, gallons of water conserved, pounds of diverted waste or resources conserved, and year-to-year comparison). (300 words or less)



		[bookmark: ImproveMeasurable]Brush Country's GCD, by purchasing a new database, and by collecting water samples on a yearly basis will now be able to have a baseline and will be able to show how the water quality or TDS is improving.  Brush Country also collects and screens water quality at their lab in Falfurrias.  Also, annually, Brush Country collects 20 water samples and sends them off to the Agrilife center in College Station for annaul testing.  The results are then downloaded into their new database which will allow a queery and will produce results. 



		



		4. Does the project, or any of its technology, serve as a model for others? In addition, how will this project impact future environmental quality? (200 words or less)



		[bookmark: ModelFuture]Brush Country's GCD intends to lead the state in the plugging of wells and strongly urges neighboring  districts to implement a similar plugging program, thus having a positive impact on the environment.



		



		5. Did this project have any educational, training, and outreach components? If so, please explain and provide the total number of people educated, trained, or reached. (200 words or less)



		[bookmark: Outreach] In the past three years, Brush Country's Groundwater District well plugging program has sponsored and held two training seminars.   The Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District has held 2 workshops and seminars in the past 3 years.  On July 30th,2021 the District held a training seminar along with Mr. Adam Foster who represents the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulations (TDLR)  Also in attendance as a guest speaker was Mr. Josh Cummings a consultant with Halliburton who spoke on pressure cementing of water wells.  On June 7th,2022 the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District along with the Texas Well Owner Network (TWON) presented an educational training for Texas residents who depend on household wells for their water needs.  Mr. Joel Pigg, Texas A & M Agrilife Extension Service program specialist and TWON coordinator, College Station, mentioned "The program was established to help well owners become familiar with Texas groundwater resources, septic system maintenance, well maintenance and construction, and water quality and treatment," he said, "It allows them to learn more about how to improve and protect their community water resources."  At this event the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District  collected and tested more than 200  water samples.  Screening was done for nitrates, total dissolved solids, aresenic and bacteria.    



		



		6. Does this project involve the cooperation of different types of public, private, community, business, or citizen groups? If so, please explain the cooperative effort(s) and list all participating entities and their respective roles. (200 words or less)



		[bookmark: CoopEfforts]By involving other state agencies, such as the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulations (TDLR), and also the Texas Agrilife College Station  and the Texas Well Owners Network (TWON).  Brush Country's Groundwater Conservation District is educating the community.  Another prime example  of education outreach is educating our youth.  Every year, the District has purchased 450 educational booklets/pamphlets from the Texas Water Development Board Major Rivers Program.  These pamphlets are distributed to our 4th and 5th graders from 7 different School District's within the boundaries of our district.  They include Falfurrias Elementary, La Gloria Elementary, Premont Elementary, Ben Bolt Elementary, Orange Grove Elementary, and Hebbronville Elementary. By educating and investing in our youth the district strongly believes that it will help on our conservation and water quality issues.  



		



		7. Provide information on the project’s cost, its cost-savings, and its cost-effectiveness. If possible, give specifics. (200 words or less)



		[bookmark: CostEstimates]Brush Country's Groundwater Conservation District plugging program, along with the Major Rivers Program that is distributed to the local schools is a small investment for our future quality of water which is priceless.  



		



		8. Describe anything exceptional about the project (for example, is the project in response to anticipated future regulations, does it represent environmental leadership, or does it go above and beyond legal requirements?). (200 words or less)



		[bookmark: Exceptional]Brush Country's Groundwater Conservation District will continue to promote and encourage landowners to apply for the well plugging program. In Texas, it is the landowners responsibility to plug or cap a deteriorated well by law.  Brush Country's District believes that by having a plugging program funded by the district encourages the taxpayer to receive a benefit by applying for the well plugging program.

 The importance in plugging abandoned and deteriorated wells cannot be overstated, because of the potential risks of children getting trapped in abandoned wells.  People still remember baby Jessica McClure who was trapped and rescued from an abandoned well in  Midland, Texas.



		



		9. Briefly describe the project’s schedule or timetable, including the start date, end date, and the dates of any major milestones. Will this be an ongoing project, and what additional resources and/or activities would allow you to improve the project? (200 words or less)



		[bookmark: TimetableResources]Brush Country's Groundwater Conseration District well plugging program began in October 2019 and will continue until we have exhausted our well plugging funds.  Additionally, we are currently seeking other additional resources and have been actively involved in aquiring additional funding.  Brush Country's Groundwater Conservation  District will be seeking additional funding from the Texas Railroad Commission, or any other state agencies that may have funding available.  The District will also continue supporting the Major Rivers from the Texas Water Development Board in order to provide educational outreach to our youth.   



		



		10. How did you hear about this year’s Texas Environmental Excellence Awards? (15 words or less)



		[bookmark: HearAbout]Brush Country's Groundwater Conservation District learned about the Texas Environmental Excellence Awards through the TAGD newsletter.








SUPPLEMENT (OPTIONAL)

Use this section to show how the project improves the environment — by showing us the condition right before the project improved the environment (in the “baseline year”), and then the project’s most recent improvements to the environment. 

If you have this type of data, we recommend you to use this supplement, especially if you select the Award Category Pollution Prevention or Technical/Technology. Please see our Application Instructions for help completing this section.

		[bookmark: Improve1]How did this project improve the environment? 



		[bookmark: Other1]If “Other,” describe:  Total Dissolved Solids

		[bookmark: Units1]Totals are in units of: ppm



		Baseline Year

		Total for the Baseline Year

		



		[bookmark: BaselineYear1]2019

		[bookmark: BaselineTotal1]     

		



		Year

		Total for the Year

		Amount Increased/Reduced by Project

(Compared to Baseline Year)



		2020

		[bookmark: Total1Year1]     

		

		[bookmark: Amount1Year1]     



		2021

		[bookmark: Total1Year2]     

		

		[bookmark: Amount1Year2]     



		2022

		[bookmark: Total1Year3]     

		(estimate for the year)

		[bookmark: Amount1Year3]     



		



		[bookmark: Improve2]How did this project improve the environment? 



		[bookmark: Other2]If “Other,” describe:  sodium 

		[bookmark: Units2]Totals are in units of: mgl



		Baseline Year

		Total for the Baseline Year

		



		[bookmark: BaselineYear2]2019

		[bookmark: BaselineTotal2]     

		



		Year

		Total for the Year

		Amount Increased/Reduced by Project

(Compared to Baseline Year)



		2020

		[bookmark: Total2Year1]     

		

		[bookmark: Amount2Year1]     



		2021

		[bookmark: Total2Year2]     

		

		[bookmark: Amount2Year2]     



		2022

		[bookmark: Total2Year3]     

		(estimate for the year)

		[bookmark: Amount2Year3]     



		



		[bookmark: Improve3]How did this project improve the environment? 



		[bookmark: Other3]If “Other,” describe:  nitrates

		[bookmark: Units3]Totals are in units of: mgl



		Baseline Year

		Total for the Baseline Year

		



		[bookmark: BaselineYear3]2019

		[bookmark: BaselineTotal3]     

		



		Year

		Total for the Year

		Amount Increased/Reduced by Project

(Compared to Baseline Year)



		2020

		[bookmark: Total3Year1]     

		

		[bookmark: Amount3Year1]     



		2021

		[bookmark: Total3Year2]     

		

		[bookmark: Amount3Year2]     



		2022

		[bookmark: Total3Year3]     

		(estimate for the year)

		[bookmark: Amount3Year3]     





*For Toxics Release Inventory – Enter the total of reportable amounts in Sections 5 and 6 of Form R.

Once you complete the application:

1. Run spell check by clicking this button: 

2. Save it to your computer.

3. Send the application to awards@tceq.texas.gov as a Word document. Make sure to send it to us by the deadline specified on TEEA.org.

BY SUBMITTING THIS APPLICATION, YOU AGREE TO NOT USE THE TEEA LOGO OR MISREPRESENT ANYONE AS HAVING RECEIVED AN ENDORSEMENT BY THE TCEQ OR TEEA.

Application for the 2022 Texas Environmental Excellence Awards (Revised 4/21) 	Page 1
This form is subject to revision
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185 FM  1538                                                                                  361 . 355 . 4135 


Falfurrias, Texas                                                                                                                        FAX  361 . 355 . 4765 


78355                                                                                                                                     E-Mail   admin@goitc.net 


Visit us on the Web at www.goitc.net 


Samuel May 
 


 


 


 


October 19, 2021 


PROPOSAL – Rev. 1 
 
FOR: 
Louie Pena, General Manager 
Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District 


732 West Rice Street 
Falfurrias, TX 78355 


Phone   361 325 5093 


 
 


RE: 
To provide monitors for Board members connected to tablets provided by Cellular carrier 


 


DETAILS: 


9 – iPad to HDMI Adapter Cables @ $28     $252 


9 – 24 inch High Definition Displays @ $159   $1,431 


Setup and configuration       $315 


   


 


 


 


Total           $1,998 
   


 


 


 


 


 


NOTES: 


• Equipment includes shipping and handling 
• Equipment includes manufacturer’s one year warranty 
• Setup, configuration -included 


    CORPORATION 


I TI TI T CCC    
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A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF BRUSH COUNTRY

GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT ADOPTING THE


2022 TAX RATE FOR THE DISTRICT

WHEREAS, Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District (“District”), a political subdivision of the State of Texas, was created by Senate Bill 2456, Act of the 81st Texas Legislature, Regular Session, codified at Chapter 8852 of the Texas Special District Local Laws Code (“Enabling Act”), and pursuant to the authority of Article XVI, § 59 of the Texas Constitution, as a groundwater conservation district operating under Chapter 36, Texas Water Code, and the District's Enabling Act;

WHEREAS, the Enabling Act for the District establishes in Section 8852.151 the District may not impose ad valorem taxes at a rate which exceeds three cents ($0.03) on each $100 of valuation of taxable property in the District;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 8852.005 of the Enabling Act, Chapter 36 of the Texas Water Code is applicable to the District;

WHEREAS, Section 36.201(c) of the Water Code provides that the District may not levy a tax to pay the maintenance and operating expenses of the District until the tax is approved by a majority of the electors voting at an election in the District held for that purpose;

WHEREAS, Sections 8852.003 and 8852.023 of the Enabling Act require the District to place a ballot item before the voters within the initial District territory, as defined by Section 2 of the Enabling Act, to confirm the District and the District imposition of a maintenance tax and such ballot item must instruct the voters of the initial District territory to vote for or against the creation of the District and the levy of a maintenance tax to operate the District not to exceed three (3) cents for each $100 of assessed valuation;

WHEREAS, the required ballot item was placed on the November 3, 2009 ballot and the voters within the initial District territory in Brooks County, Hidalgo County, Jim Hogg County, and Jim Wells County outside of the City of Alice approved confirmation of the District and the levy of a maintenance tax not to exceed three cents ($0.03) for each $100 of assessed valuation;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 36.203 of the Water Code, the District considered the income of the District from sources other than taxation in setting the District's tax rate;

WHEREAS, Section 36.204 of the Water Code establishes that the Texas Tax Code governs the appraisal, assessment, and collection of District taxes;

WHEREAS, the District is required to comply with Section 26.05(a) of the Tax Code by adopting a tax rate for the current tax year;

WHEREAS, the District calculated and published or provided actual notice of a meeting on and a proposed tax rate of $0.015263 for each $100;

WHEREAS, because the proposed tax rate is 50 cents or less per $100 of taxable value and the proposed tax rate would impose taxes of $500,000 or less when applied to the current total value for the District, the District notice of the proposed tax rate and meeting satisfies Texas Tax Code Section 26.052

 
WHEREAS, a tax rate of $0.015263 for each $100 of assessed valuation will raise less taxes for maintenance and operations than last year’s tax rate; and 

WHEREAS, to satisfy the requirements of Section 26.05(b) of the Tax Code, the District may not impose property taxes in any year until the District's Board has adopted a tax rate for that year, and the annual tax rate must be set by resolution of the Board of Directors.

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors for the District believes it is necessary to adopt a tax rate of $0.015263 for each $100 of assessed valuation to enable the District to adequately fund its activities and operations as the District begins to carry out the purposes for which the District was created.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF BRUSH COUNTRY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT THAT:

Section 1.
The Board of Directors adopts a tax rate for tax year 2022 of $0.015263 per $100 of value for the operations and maintenance of the District; and,

Section 2.
THIS TAX RATE WILL RAISE LESS TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX RATE; and,


Section 3.
This Resolution be provided to the tax assessor as certified notice of the adopted tax rate; and  

Section 4.
The President of the Board of Directors and his designees are further authorized to take all necessary action to implement this resolution; and,

Section 5.
This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

PASSED AND APPROVED THE 20th day of September, 2022.

ATTEST:


Secretary





President
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A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE BRUSH COUNTRY GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT AUTHORIZING READOPTION OF THE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT PLAN WITH REVISIONS

WHEREAS, the revised Management Plan of the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District (“District”), attached hereto as Attachment A, has been developed for the purpose of conserving, preserving, protecting, and recharging the aquifers in the District, and this action is taken under the District’s statutory authority to prevent waste and protect rights of owners of interest in groundwater;

WHEREAS, after notice and hearing the Board of Directors (“Board”) of the District adopted a Management Plan on March 5, 2013;


WHEREAS, the Texas Water Development Board (“TWDB”) approved the Management Plan on April 8, 2013;


WHEREAS, after notice and hearing the Board readopted a Management Plan on November 28, 2017 and TWDB  approved the November 28, 2017 Management Plan on December 19, 2017;


 WHEREAS, Texas Water Code section 36.1072(e) requires the District to review and readopt the plan with or without revisions at least once every five years;


WHEREAS, the TWDB rules provide that a management plan must be adopted at least 90 days before the existing management plan expires and submitted to the TWDB for approval at least 60 days before the existing plan expires;


WHEREAS, the Board considered proposed revisions to the Management Plan at its September 20, 2022, Board meeting and submitted the proposed revisions to the TWDB for pre-review on September 20, 2022;


WHEREAS, on September 20, 2022, the Board directed that a Public Hearing regarding the Management Plan be held on September 20, 2022 and that advance notice be provided by newspaper publication and individual notice;


WHEREAS, the Notice of Public Hearing was published in the Hebbronville Enterprise on August 31, 2022, the Falfurrias Facts on September 1, 2022, and in the Alice Echo-News on September 4, 2022;


WHEREAS, individual notice was mailed to landowners in the District within Hidalgo County on August 24, 2022;


WHEREAS, the Board conducted a Public Hearing on September 20, 2022;


WHEREAS, following the close of the Public Hearing, the Board considered and acted on the Management Plan on September20, 2022;


WHEREAS, the Management Plan meets the requirements of Texas Water Code § 36.1071 and § 36.1072 and 31 TAC §§ 356.52; and

WHEREAS, under no circumstances, and in no particular case will this Management Plan, or any part of it, be construed as a limitation or restriction upon the exercise of any discretion where such exists; nor will it in any event be construed to deprive the Board of an exercise of powers, duties, and jurisdiction conferred by law, nor to limit or restrict the amount and character of data or information which may be required for the proper administration of the law.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District that:


1) The “Management Plan of the Brush Country Groundwater Conservation District” contained in Attachment A is hereby re-adopted with revisions; and

2)
This Management Plan will take effect upon approval by the executive administrator of the Texas Water Development Board.  It will remain in effect until a revised District Management Plan is adopted and approved.


AND IT IS SO ORDERED.


In Favor
_____


Opposed
_____


PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 20th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2022.


David Kelly, President

ATTEST:


Robert Scott, Secretary
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